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of the race, who by rising into a higher consciousness-
have attained to the integral vision of the supreme
truth of existence. An attempt is therefore made here
to study the ideology of history from the standpoint
of what Sri Aurobindo has laid down as the basic1
principle of an evolutionary manifestation in the earth.
History here is a reflector of the dynamic process by
which the divine plan is fulfilling itself in man through
all the progressive stages of his life on earth.

IV

That history is a record of the progress man achieves
through his various activities., mainly those of his
creative life, has been already discussed. But the func-
tion of history is not merely to make up and keep an
inventory of those activities as they outwardly are-
It must also discover in their, and through them in its-
own., development a principle of organic growth, that
evolves with the progress of man; and when history
does that it becomes its true self. As dry bones do
not make a human body, but flesh, muscles, blood and
so many other things and, above all, vital energy are
necessary to make the body complete and living, sc
also a mere conglomeration of facts and events does noi
build history; it is the way in which they are presentee
bringing out their hidden meaning, the intention o
Nature in them, that gives history its integrality anc
its force of life. It has already been shown how tin
various forms of the culture of a race become tb